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An international briefing on RF health research, known as GLORE 2024 Articles 2012 Articles
2020, was held online, November 9-12, featuring updates on the 2023 Articles 2011 Articles
second phase of the U.S. National Toxicology Program (NTP) 2022 Articles 2010 Articles
project and the Japanese-Korean partial repeat. The WHO 2021 Articles 2009 Articles
presented a status report on ten ongoing systematic reviews of RF 2020 Articles 2008 Articles

2019 Articles 2007 Articles
2018 Articles 2006 Articles

health effects.

. . . 2017 Articles 2005 Articles
Government and industry representatives from Australia, Canada, ) )
. 2016 Articles 2004 Articles
France, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and the U.S. participated, as 2015 Articles

did an assortment of academics.
The public and the press were not invited.

GLORE, short for Global Coordination of Research and Health
Policy of RF Electromagnetic Fields, holds annual reviews for
member states and their guests. This year’s meeting was
organized by Health Canada and Innovation, Science and
Economic Development Canada (ISED), formerly known as
Industry Canada.

Everything about GLORE 2020 is being kept secret. “The groups
organizing this meeting will not make the agenda, attendees list nor
the presentations publically available,” ISED’s Josette Gallant told
me by e-mail last week. (She did send her “warmest regards.”)
GLORE 2020 was a “virtual” meeting held on the Microsoft Teams
platform.

The press offices of both the NTP and Health Canada also declined
to release any information. Jesse Saffron, an attorney with the
NTP’s Office of Communications and Public Liaison, would only say
that the meeting was closed. He suggested that | try under the
Freedom of Information Act. (My last NTP FOIA request dragged on
for more than two years.)
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Microwave News has obtained a copy of the agenda (available
here) as well as some of the presentations (see below).

VIRTUAL GLORE
2020 MEETING

NOVEMBER 9-12, 2020

Among the American participants from outside the government
were Frank Barnes of the University of Colorado, Boulder; C.K.
Chou, formerly with Motorola and now a consultant based in the
San Francisco Bay area; and James Lin, the editor of
Bioelectromagnetics and a past member of ICNIRP. In an e-mail
exchange, Chou said that he was invited as a representative of the
IEEE’s International Committee on Electromagnetic Safety (ICES)
to provide an update on IEEE standards.

Also present were Australia’s Rodney Croft, the current chair of
ICNIRP, and Joe Wiart, a France Telecom alumnus. Croft briefed
the group on the commission’s revised exposure guidelines, as well
as what ICNIRP is working on now (see slide below). Croft’s full
presentation is here.
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Currently working on

» Updating low frequency guidelines
— Low frequency (2010) and dB/dt, ICNIRP 2013, ICNIRP 2013
— Potentially dB/dt (2014) and static magnetic fields (2009)

» Updating laser guidelines (2013)

» Looking more closely at some specific issues
— NIR and the environment

— UV (validity of relative spectral effectiveness factor; role of UVAin
cateractogenisis; long term exposure effects)

— Ultrasound scoping exercise (potential statement or GDL)
— Various statements (laser pointers; short wave; MRI)

Some GLORE sessions have been restricted in the past, often with
one day open and the next day closed. But, the meetings have
never been so shrouded in secrecy. | covered one of the early
GLORE meetings (the 8, in 2004) and posted this report: “Industry
Rules RF”. (Here’s the 2004 attendance list; some of the same
names as now.)

NTP RF Phase 2: “Working Out Kinks”

Michael Wyde of the U.S. NTP presented an update on his ongoing
RF toxicology project. Phase 1 of the project found “clear evidence”
that RF radiation can lead to malignant tumors. Phase 2 is on the
search for mechanisms to explain the cancer link. The primary
focus is on 3G and 4G, but “potentially” also on 5G, Wyde said.
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NTP

National Toxicology Program

National Toxicology Program
Cell Phone RFR Project Update

Virtual GLORE 2020 -
November 9-12, 2020 \%

New exposure facilities, designed and built by the IT'IS Foundation
in Zurich, have been installed and are in the process of being
tested. The NTP is in the process of “working out kinks and gearing
up to conduct studies,” Wyde said.

Details of the Phase 2 studies are in Wyde’s PowerPoint
presentation, available here.

Japan and Korea’s “NTP Lite” Project To Begin
Soon

The briefings on the Japanese-Korean partial repeat of the NTP RF
study revealed that the experiment may begin within a couple of
months; at least that's the current expectation. The project has
been dubbed “NTP Lite” because it will be limited to male rats
exposed to CDMA cell phone radiation. The same experiment will
be run in each country. There were two presentations: one by
Japan’s Katsumi Imaida of Kagawa University medical school and
one by Korea’s Young Hwan Ahn of Ajou University School of
Medicine.

They reported that 28-day validation studies have been completed.
The Japanese group found that rats exposed to 4 W/Kg consumed
less food and put on less weight during the first half of the
experiment, but later recovered during the second half. Rectal
probes confirmed that body temperatures did not rise by more than
1°C.

The protocols for the two-year exposure study are nearing
completion. The project’s seven-member international advisory
committee, which includes Wiart, Wyde and Michael Repacholi,
held its second meeting —on Zoom— last month.


https://microwavenews.com/sites/default/files/docs/Wyde%20NTP.%20GLORE%202020.pdf
https://microwavenews.com/sites/default/files/docs/Wyde%20NTP.%20GLORE%202020.pdf
https://itis.swiss/
https://microwavenews.com/sites/default/files/docs/Wyde%20NTP.%20GLORE%202020.pdf
https://microwavenews.com/news-center/japan-korea-ntp-rf-project
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Katsumi_Imaida
https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/ntp/about_ntp/trpanel/2018/march/presentations/13ahn_508.pdf
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/en/2019/5g-michael-repacholi-interview/

RF Systematic Reviews in Environment
International

WHO'’s Emilie van Deventer offered the following details on the ten
systematic reviews on RF health, commissioned by the WHO last
year:

* They will be published in a special issue of the Elsevier
journal Environment International. The timing is not
known, but most likely no earlier than late 2022.

» There were on average three proposals for each of the
topics under review, except for heating, which failed to
attract any bids in the first round and received only two in
the second. See tally on slide below; the x/y numbers in
the applications column are those for which there were
two rounds of requests for proposals.

* Human cancer studies was the most competitive review
with nine proposals.

» van Deventer has appointed a chair, as yet unnamed,
for the “Task Group” which will prepare a revision of the
RF Environmental Health Criteria (EHC) monograph. The
other panel members have not been selected.

van Deventer’s complete PowerPoint presentation is here. She did
not respond to a request for comment.

Selecting Health Topics for Systematic
Reviews

December 20, 2020

A paper describing how the WHO picked the ten topics for
systematic reviews will appear in the January 2021 issue of
Environment International. Among the authors are Emilie van
Deventer, Eric van Rongen and Maria Feychting.

Here are the main points:
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